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Stakeholder Input 

The stakeholder feedback to inform the development of the Board’s budget is collected through 

invitations to school councils and advisory committees. Union partners were also asked for feedback 

this year. Schools were invited to provide feedback through staff meeting sessions that mirrored 

the focuses of the budget survey. The following schools councils, schools, and advisory committees 

submitted input to inform the 2018-19 budget development: 

 Atikokan High School  Council 

 

 Riverview & McCrosson-Tovell Schools 

 

 Crossroads School Council 

 

 Fort Frances High School 

 

 McCrosson-Tovell School Council 

 

 Sturgeon Creek School 

 

 Riverview School Council 

 

 Atikokan High School 

 

 RRDSB Parent Involvement Committee 

 

 Crossroads School 

 

 RRDSB Student Senate  

 

 Mine Centre School 

 

 FMNI Education Advisory Committee  Nestor Falls School 

 

 RRDSB Special Education Advisory Committee  Robert Moore School 

 

 J.W. Walker School 

 

 North Star Community School 

 

 

Budget Survey 
 

Promotion of the budget survey occurred through the Board website, school newsletters, and 

Facebook and Twitter throughout March and April 2018. A total of 129 respondents provided 

feedback on supports for literacy and numeracy, information technology, pathways, and student 

well-being, and home-school communication strategies. 

 

Demographics of Respondents: 

 

The majority of respondents were from the Fort Frances area, as demonstrated by the graph 

below: 
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Parents/guardians were also asked to identify the grade or grades of their child/children: 
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1. Technology 

 

The survey asked about the student to device ratio within the Board, and whether or not the Board 

should invest in more desktop computers for students. 

The parent/guardian responses mirror the responses from the Student Senate and most schools in 

maintain the current ratios. Fifty-three percent of respondents did not see the need to increase 

the number of desktop computers. 
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While the majority of parents/guardians did not recommend investing in more desktop computers, 

Fort Frances High School staff, Atikokan High School staff and the Student Senate all noted the 

need to maintain desktop computers, especially in consideration of specialized software. We are 

planning to maintain the current 1:1 ratio for Chromebooks and continue with the current refresh 

cycle for desktop computers. However, we do not have plans to increase the numbers of class sets 

of iPads in Primary grades at this time, as we currently sit at an approximate 3:1 ratio Board-wide. 

 

2. Numeracy and Literacy Supports 

 

Parents/guardians were asked to rank the support that would have the greatest impact on improving 

their children’s numeracy and literacy achievement. Respondents rated classroom resources as the 

item having the greatest impact, with technology being second. 

The survey also invited parents/guardians to identify other strategies and resources, not listed 

above, that would assist in enhancing their children’s literacy and numeracy achievement. A summary 

of the common themes and comments is provided below. 

 

 “Get rid of the methods and pathways that are allowing students to slip through the system 

and graduate with low literacy and numeracy. Find new ways to ‘mentor’ and develop students 

who are capable of achieving appropriate levels of literacy and numeracy.” 

 “[Teach] an Indigenous World View for all students, [employ] Indigenous teachers, 

principals and reach a definite improvement in employing Indigenous representative of 

number of Indigenous students in all levels.” 

 “Encourag[e] a more balanced approach to learning, by allowing more time to explore the 

arts, which should increase communication skills and problem solving strategies.” 
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 “Increas[e] support in the classroom for students who struggle academically.” 

 “Reduce class sizes.” 

 “Continue specific support for students who struggle past Grade 1 (i.e. ongoing Reading 

Recovery type programs.” 

 “Go back to the use of phonics as a base for literacy learning.” 

 “Go back to the basics of adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing with numbers, less 

wordy word problems - work more with actual numbers.” 

 Focus on the real life applications of numeracy and literacy - why it’s important to know, for 

various aspects of life after school.  “Teach kids to buy a house and how to be an adult and 

live alone.” 

 [Provide] Tech classes. 

 Provide early assessment of reading even when child appears to do well in school. 

 “Separate literacy and numeracy. The math skills of our kids are atrocious. They absolutely 

need to memorize their multiplication table! Allow for math drill competitions in the 

classroom. Teach math the way it was taught years ago (long division etc.). Word problems 

should be a single unit, not the entire year. Get them good at numbers before language is 

used so much. Teach them proper way to write down questions and solutions (i.e. the equal 

signs always to line up, use pencil). Rote learning does have a place in mathematics, bring it 

back! For literacy, make reading something that is done for pleasure not always school work. 

Get involved in preschool language programs...target families that may not read to their kids 

every night!” 

 “Allow teachers to choose new options. My son is reading and reviewing the same texts as I 

did over 20 years ago. I thought they were boring then as he does now. 

 More family nights focusing on literacy and numeracy. 

 “Math drill.” “Rote learning.” “Back to basics.” 

 Literacy strategies such as book bags in primary grades and book reports to encourage 

reading in J/I. 

 “Stream literacy and math for Grades 7/8 to better prepare students for high school. “ 

 Give students homework or subjects to search about at home; provide websites or apps for 

students to use at home. 

 Provide more Speech/Language support. Provide reports to parents on Speech/Language 

programming. 

 Provide more funding for school libraries. 

 Reduce the time that students spend on devices. 

 

There is a slight increase budgeted for Education Support Personnel for the 2018-19 school year. A 

Parents Reaching Out Grant to support Family Nights next year has been recently submitted; the 

application looks to support school councils in hosting Family Nights focused on STEAM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math), student well-being, and/or pathways. 

 

To support literacy development and continued success, the Reading Recovery Programming is 

funded for the 2018-19 school year. All primary students are assessed throughout the school year 

on their reading skills. We have hired a second Speech Language Pathologist this year, and while 

parent reports have always been sent home, we have recently moved the communication cycle to 

three weeks prior to the issuing of report cards, to ensure that the Speech Language reports are 
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not missed within the home-school communications. Elementary schools across the Board have been 

offering literacy book bags for Primary students. The Board invested in school libraries a little 

approximately two years ago; as such, there are no plans at present to refresh school libraries. And, 

the feedback with respect to the novels studied in secondary English courses will be relayed to the 

high school departments, as teachers choose the fiction and non-fiction texts to teach within the 

various courses. 

 

With respect to the comments to focus more on the Arts, and the recommendations related to the 

math curriculum, the Ministry of Education announced in the fall of 2017, the creation of the 

Transformation Steering Committee (TSC). This Committee will examine and establish guiding 

principles for change in the following areas: 

 

 Curriculum refresh, 

 A renewed approach to Grade 9, 

 Assessment practices aligned with the refreshed curriculum, 

 Reporting on student progress to students, parents and the public, including new report 

cards, and 

 Enhanced parent and community connections to school.  

 

We will continue with our current work, under the Renewed Math Strategy, to support math 

teaching and learning across our District. As well, we will await the recommendations from the TSC 

regarding Grade 9 programming, which may include destreaming. 

 

As announced last year, any school board with a regulated Grade 4-8 class size average maximum 

exceeding 24.5 is required to reduce its Grade 4-8 maximum class size average to 24.5 within five 

years. In 2018–19, the funded average class size will be reduced to 23.84. The Rainy River District 

School Board current average is 22.38, which is under the current threshold. 

 

As well, in 2017-18, the government implemented a class size cap that will prevent large Full-Day 

Kindergarten classes. Beginning in 2018–19, the cap is being reduced to a maximum class size of 29 

students for FDK classes. Boards will still be required to maintain a board-wide average class size 

of 26.0 or lower. To support boards in meeting smaller FDK class sizes, the funded average class 

size will be reduced to 25.57 in 2018–19 (projected to be approximately $11 million) to provide 

additional funding to help boards manage the costs associated with meeting the caps. 

 

With respect to the recommendation to “teach an Indigenous World View,” we have, and will 

continue, to support the embedding of Indigenous histories, cultures, and perspectives throughout 

the grades, from funding all Grade 5 classes to attend Fall Harvest, to the support for Elders, 

Senators, and Knowledge Keepers within schools, to the implementation of the Rainy River District 

School Board’s Grade 8 History resource on Residential Schools, to the development of further 

resources to support students in the compulsory Grade 10 History and Civics courses. 
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3. Pathways Supports 

 

The survey looked to identify which supports and resources that would assist parents/guardians 

and their children in preparing for the future. Support for students transitioning into high school 

received the highest response rate. Parents/guardians were also asked to identify other supports 

not listed in the question. The results and the comments/themes are provided below: 

 

Parents/guardians requested more information on the following: 

 

 labor market and local trades 

 what is required in the various pathways 

 funding opportunities (scholarships, academic and athletic) 

 specialized programs (e.g., OYAP) 

 special education supports. 

 student portfolios, especially in elementary grades (i.e., All About Me) 

 

Two suggestions were also offered: 

 

 “Provide more career planning and learning about career options with opportunities to try 

hands on skills (experiential learning) and relate it to potential career pathways especially 

[in] Grades 6-8.” 

 “Implement deadlines! Failure should be an option.” 
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To prepare students for success in high school and beyond, the Ministry of Education announced in 

the 2018-19 Grants for Student Needs the investment of over $140 million, over the next three 

years to fund teachers who will help Grade 7 and 8 students make successful academic transitions 

and engage in career and pathways planning. The Grade 7 and 8 Itinerant Technology Teacher has 

been hired to engage students in experiential learning, to encourage high expectations for all 

students and to facilitate exploration of all pathways options. 

 

Administration is still reviewing the feedback, in light of the draft Pathways brochure and the 

further supports needed for students and their parents. 

 

4. Well-Being Supports 

 

With respect to student well-being, parents/guardians were asked to identify the supports that 

have the most impact on their children’s well-being. Healthy and Safe School Initiatives was ranked 

the highest, with staff training in mental health and Safe School supports being a close second. 

 

The open-ended responses offered the following comments, suggestions, and themes: 

 

  “[Provide] Resiliency training/education for students, positive and healthy communication 

teamwork and friendship building skills. Encourage more outdoor play and skill building tasks. 

In the Health Curriculum, focus less on the actual teaching of the specifics of drugs and 

alcohol and focus more on the above areas.” 

 Ensure increased playground supervision. 

 Increase the number of support staff in classrooms. 



Rainy River District School Board 

 

2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  B U D G E T  ( U p d a t e d )  

 

Page 36 

 Increase access to counselors. 

 Support elders in schools. 

 Provide more mental health programs/courses/activities/awareness for students and 

parents. 

 Increase supports for students with special needs. 

 

Similar to the request of the Parent Involvement Committee, a parent/guardian wrote the following: 

 

“Actually I feel that all points above are equally important and would work together very 

well to promote a healthy environment and in turn promote healthy students.” 

 

The focus on well-being, involving the social, cognitive, emotional and physical health of our 

students, is a priority for the Board. In addition to the enhancements to school playgrounds and 

sports fields, the continued support to schools to refresh their equipment (including the purchase 

of archery kits across the Board several years ago), and the recent increased support for 

breakfast programs, we are continuing to work of supporting all aspects of student well-being. Some 

highlights for this upcoming school year include: 

 

 Increased Mental Health Supports: In March of 2018, the government announced a 

substantial investment in mental health and addictions in Ontario, with the Rainy River 

District School Board benefitting from funding to expand its counselling program and 

continued support of Mental Health ASSIST (professional development support for mental 

health literacy). This is in addition funding for a Mental Health Leader position and a Mental 

Health and Addictions Nurse, and the recent support for student well-being within the 

Northern Supports Initiative. 

 

 The start of a District-wide focus on Social Emotional Learning: With the future 

refresh of the curriculum, the Ministry of Education looks to embed Social Emotional 

Learning (SEL). For next year, funding has been earmarked to support the implementation 

of Social Emotional Learning, across the District, starting in the primary grades. 

 

 Enhanced Special Education Supports: As well, we are increasing Education Support 

Personnel staffing. The Special Education budget for 2018-19 is projected at approximately 

$8,078,443, which is $1,029,684 more than what is funded within that envelope. This 

includes the funding of a Multi-Disciplinary team to build capacity and to help teachers, 

Education Support Personnel, and other staff better understand and adapt to the unique 

needs of their students. This funding will help support the recent addition of a second 

Speech Language Pathologist and the plans to increase Behavior Therapists. The Transition 

Rooms, at Crossroads School and Robert Moore School, will also be continued. 
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5. Communication Strategies 

 

The survey also invited parents/guardians to indicate the communication methods they found most 

effective.  

School newsletters received the highest ranking, followed by social media and the Board and school 

websites. We are looking to introduce automated texting next year, in addition to continuing to 

implement home-school apps, specifically SeeSaw in elementary and Edsby in secondary. 
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Feedback from Advisory Committees and Schools 
 

A summary of the feedback from the Special Education Advisory Committee, the Parent 

Involvement Committee, the First Nation, Métis and Inuit Education Advisory Committee, and the 

Student Senate, as well as several schools’ staff, is provided along with the responses to this 

feedback. 

 

Request Budget Action 

Transportation: 

  

Continue support for field trips due to the high 

costs associated with transportation (FFHS, 

PIC) 

Field Trips’ budgets for schools were increased in 

2017-18, over the prior year, and are continued to 

be funded at this level this coming school year. 

  

Continue to support (and increase) funding to 

AHS and RRHS for athletic trips (AHS Council) 

Atikokan High and Rainy River High have similar 

geography to travel for athletics and have been 

provided with equal allocations to support 

Athletics. These allocations were previously 

increased and administration is continuing to 

monitor the spending. Unfortunately, without a 

Coach bus service within the Town of Atikokan, the 

costs associated with athletic trips are increased 

due to “deadhead” charges. 

  

Special Programming: 

  

Support for breakfast programming (SCS, RIV, 

SCS) 

All school budgets were significantly increased in 

the 2017-18 year through dedicated breakfast 

programming funding. As of May 2018, these 

budgets remain underspent, and in some cases, 

untouched. This is due to the large amount of 

external funding that many schools receive to 

support breakfast programming. 

  

Continue to provide leadership opportunities 

for students (e.g., babysitting course) (PIC) 

The Be Well, Be Wise student leadership 

conference, as well as the Young Women’s and the 

Young Men’s conferences, were offered to 

students this year. We will continue to look at ways 

to support leadership opportunities for students 

across the District. 

  

Continue support for Outers Programming 

(AHS Council) 

A special budget of $10,000 is included within the 

Atikokan High School budget for Outers. 
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Request Budget Action 

Funding for cultural diversity (RIV School 

Council) 

Each school has funding to support field trips and 

honoraria related to Indigenous Education. This 

funding was established two years ago, and is 

continued for the 2018-19 school year. 

  

Continued funding to support professional 

development and the curriculum resource 

development focused on First Nation, Métis, 

and Inuit histories, cultures, and perspectives 

(FNMI Ed. Adv.) 

In addition to the 1.0 FTE Indigenous Education 

Coordinator, supported through Board surplus 

funds, the Grants for Student Needs has a FNMI 

component, which supports 3.5 FTE positions, 

including the Ojibwe Language Coordinator position. 

The work to develop resources is supported in the 

2018-19 budget. 

  

Continued support for eLearning textbooks for 

each school (Student Senate) 

A fund has been established to support students 

enrolled in eLearning courses through our 

consortium who need textbooks that we do not 

currently have within our schools. 

  

Textbooks for various subject areas (FFHS) A central fund for textbooks was established many 

years ago at Fort Frances High School. The 

Department Heads and the school administration 

will continue to review and purchase what 

textbooks are needed. 

  

Physical Education Equipment: 

  

Therabands, medicine balls (MCS) This was ordered through the school budget. 

  

Portable soccer nets (MCS) This is being purchased for the school. 

  

Sleds and outdoor winter equipment (MCS) The school plans to order more equipment next fall. 

  

Cross-country skis, poles, and bindings/boots 

(SCS) 

The school is purchasing these resources. 

  

Skates, helmets (CRS) The school is looking to advertise for donations to 

support students who do not have skates and 

helmets. 

  

Stationary bikes, small trampolines (RMS) The school will be purchasing this item from next 

year’s budget. 
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Request Budget Action 

More primary soccer balls, track and field 

items, pickle ball equipment (JWW) 

The school is purchasing these resources. 

  

Basketballs (RIV School Council, McT)  Basketballs are being purchased for McCrosson-

Tovell. As well, Riverview School has recently 

purchased the requested sports equipment. 

  

Tennis rackets, badminton rackets, volleyballs, 

volleyball serving machine (FFHS) 

The school has been renewing its sports equipment 

when requests come forward. The volleyball-

serving machine is being considered, if the price is 

reasonable. 

  

Badminton nets (NSCS) The school does not plan to purchase nets at this 

time. This will be a capital planning item. 

  

Mental Health & Wellness: 

  

Increased counselling throughout elementary 

and secondary schools (PIC) 

The Board has recently increased counselling 

services for elementary and secondary schools, 

from 2.5 to 3.5 in 2017-18. The counsellors are 

contracted through Kenora Rainy River Children 

and Family Services. Administration is planning to 

increase the allocation for the 2018-19 school year. 

  

Mental health books for students (MCS, 

RIV/McT) 

The school is purchasing these resources with 

support from the Mental Health Leader. 

  

Supports for students to develop healthy 

lifestyles, focusing on physical, mental, social 

and cognitive well-being (PIC) 

A Parents Reaching Out Grant application has been 

submitted to support a focus on well-being for 

Family Nights in 2018-19. 

  

Special Education: 

  

Continue and expand Secret Agent Society 

programming (social skill programming) (AHS, 

RIV/McT, JWW) 

The expansion of this social skill program is 

planned for within the 2018-19 budget. 

  

Fidgets and calming toys (RIV/McT,) The school is purchasing these resources. 

  

Literacy Resources: 

  

Literacy resources to support emergent and 

beginning readers and writers; leveled books 

$20,000 has been allocated to enhancing literacy 

instructional materials for elementary schools. 
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Request Budget Action 

for guided and independent reading; boys’ 

reading materials (NSCS, JWW, CRS, SCS) 

  

Graphic novels; novel sets; magazine 

subscriptions; JSTOR (FFHS)  

The Languages Department budget will cover the 

costs of these resources, once specifically 

identified. The Library budget will continue to 

support the purchase of graphic novels, and the 

licensing for JSTOR (a digital library of academic 

journals, books, and primary sources). Magazine 

subscriptions will continue to be renewed. 

  

Audio books (RMS) The school is currently researching the costs 

associated with this item, and may look to purchase 

these resources in the future. 

  

Books for class libraries (CRS, NSCS, 

RIV/McT) 

The schools are purchasing these resources. 

  

Book bag books (CRS) The school will be purchasing books to refresh 

their book bags. 

  

Literacy games and puzzles, updated novel sets, 

story retell kits, sight word kits, word family 

kits; guided reading packs (NSCS) 

The school is purchasing these resources.  Novel 

sets are available through Central Library and 

staff are being asked to identify future novels to 

be purchased through Central Library. 

  

Forest of Reading Program (CRS Council) Funding to support this Program across all 

elementary schools was provided in the latter part 

of this year. 

  

English Language Learners/English as Second 

Language resources (FNMI Ed. Adv.) 

Approximately $8,000 was spent on ELL/ESL 

resources for schools in 2017-18 school year.  

  

Electronic translators for classrooms (FFHS) There are two ESL students at FFHS and they 

have quickly learned English. This is not being 

considered at this time. 

  

Later Literacy resources (FFHS) The school is not running at Later Literacy 

program. High interest/low vocabulary books will 

be purchased as needed. 

  

Updated reading assessment resources (FFHS) There is funding within existing budgets, should 

this be required. 
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Request Budget Action 

  

Numeracy Resources: 

  

Math games, counters, manipulatives (MCS, 

NSCS, JWW) 

$20,000 has been allocated to enhancing math 

resources for elementary schools. 

  

Digital math resources, such as Knowledge 

Hook (MCS, RIV/McT) 

In addition to many free resources to support 

math from TV Ontario, the Board purchased 

Knowledge Hook for Grade 6 classrooms across the 

District last year. However, there was not 

significant uptake in the use of this resource. 

There are no plans at this time to purchase further 

digital math resources. 

  

Storybooks to support math programming 

(NSCS) 

$20,000 has been allocated to enhancing math 

resources for elementary schools. 

  

Elementary math textbooks/math workbooks 

(NSCS) 

There are no plans to purchase math textbooks at 

this time. We are continuing the at-the-elbow 

support from the Math Coordinators, to ensure 

that instruction is responsive and differentiated to 

student needs. 

  

Calculators, graphing calculators (FFHS) The school will continue to purchase through the 

Math Department budget. 

  

Staffing: 

  

Board Literacy Lead (NSCS) A Literacy Coordinator has been hired for the fall 

of 2018. 

  

More Education Support Personnel (FFHS, 

NSCS) 

Education Support Personnel staffing has been 

slightly increased by .59 FTE. This is after the 

initial budget numbers showed a significant 

decrease of approximately 3 FTE. 

  

Guidance counselors in elementary schools 

(NSCS) 

The GSN funded the addition of 1.0 FTE teacher 

to support transitioning to high school, experiential 

learning, and career exploration for Grades 7 and 8 

students. This funding has been used for the 

Itinerant Technology Teacher. 
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Request Budget Action 

Increase in Behavioral Therapists (RIV School 

Council) 

Through the Multi-Disciplinary Team funding and 

the Autism funding, we will be increasing the 

number of Behavioral Therapists to support all 

schools. 

  

Continue staffing 3 teachers (McT school 

council) 

The staffing level will remain at 3 teachers in 

response to the increases to enrolment seen in the 

2017-18 school year. 

  

Increase in secretarial time (McT school 

council) 

This increase in secretarial staffing was 

considered but is not being implemented for the 

2018-19 school year. 

  

Communication Assistant staffing (FFHS) While the school will not receive the addition of a 

Communication Assistant for the 2018-19 school 

year, the two Speech Language Pathologists have 

plans to support programming at the school. 

  

Increase in Library Technician staffing (FFHS) This position has been increased by 5 hours per 

week. 

  

Technology: 

  

Replace iPad cases (several schools) $10,000 has been allocated for the replacement of 

iPad cases across the system. 

  

Refresh iPads (AHS, NSCS) There are no plans to refresh iPads at this time. 

The Information Technology Department will 

continue to support schools in ensuring that the 

IOS versions are being updated. 

  

Supports for iPad to screen projection (AHS) The Information Technology Department is 

investigating how to support this, as current trials 

have resulted without success. 

  

Headsets/earbud sets (all schools) Headsets have been purchased in the past to 

support students with special needs and this will be 

continued. Earbuds are purchased through school 

budgets, for students that are unable to purchase 

their own. We do not recommend purchasing sets 

of earbuds due to health and safety concerns. 
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Request Budget Action 

Makerspace materials, L’il bots, microbots, 

bebots, Make Do Kits, merge cubes, coding 

resources (RMS, MCS, SCS, JWW, NSCS) 

$18,000 has been allocated to provide 

Makerspace/robotics kits for all elementary 

schools. 

  

Wireless keyboards for classrooms This is not budgeted at this time due to the high 

costs associated with ongoing repair and 

replacement. 

  

3D printers (SCS, FFHS, NSCS) We are replacing one 3D printer at FFHS this 

summer. We are not looking to implement 3D 

printers at elementary schools at this time. 

  

Plotter printer (NSCS) We are not considering purchasing plotter printers 

for elementary schools at this time due to the high 

costs of this item, in addition to the high costs 

associated with ink cartridges.  

  

Update science equipment (SCS) The school is looking to purchase these resources. 

  

CNC Router (FFHS) This is very expensive equipment; there are no 

immediate plans to purchase this at this time. 

  

Charging stations (FFHS) The Information Technology Department is 

investigating this for all high schools. 

  

Fitbits for PAF 30/40 activities (FFHS) A class set of Fitbits currently exists. However, 

the school is looking at replacement needs, and if 

necessary, will support this request through the 

Physical Education Department budget. 

  

Update SMARTboards (FFHS) SMARTboard projectors are updated as they 

reach the end of their lifespan. The replacement 

of SMARTboards is a budgeted item with the 

Information Technology budget. 

  

Capacity Building/Professional Development: 

  

Support for guided reading and writing (NSCS) Through the Reading Recovery Leader and Literacy 

Coordinator (2018-19), we will continue to support 

guided reading and writing. 

  

Yoga training for staff (FFHS) There are no plans for yoga training at the school 

or system level at this time. 
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Request Budget Action 

  

Session for alternative education staff to 

collaborate on best practices and to review and 

update course content (FNMI Ed. Adv.) 

This professional development has been budgeted 

within the Student Success budget for 2018-19. 

  

Continued support for professional learning 

communities (FFHS, JWW) 

Professional Learning Community funding is in the 

2018-19 budget for all schools. 

  

Training in English as a Second Language 

(FFHS) 

A teacher is being supported to get an Additional 

Qualification in Teaching English as a Second 

Language Students. 

  

Social Emotional Learning professional 

development (AHS) 

We are currently looking to begin implementation 

of Social Emotional Learning for the 2018-19 

school year. This will be in addition to the previous 

pilots such as MindUp. 

  

Continued support for use of technology in 

classroom (NSCS, JWW) 

The STEM Coordinator is again funded through the 

2018-19 budget. 

  

Capital: 

  

Outdoor Teepee (MCS) This is being purchased for Mine Centre School. 

  

Water bottle dispensers (SCS) We are in the process of replacing water fountains 

with water bottle dispensers in the schools that 

request this. 

  

Folding tables (SCS) These are being purchased for Sturgeon Creek 

School. 

  

Rest area/stackable cots for Kindergarten 

(NSCS) 

This is not a budgeted item for the school at this 

time. 

  

New classroom set of desks (SCS, FFHS); 

stand up desks (FFHS, NSCS); bike desks 

(FFHS) 

All classrooms have capital budgets to support the 

ongoing refresh, when needed, of classroom desks. 

Many desks have been replaced over the past few 

years. Over the next two years at FFHS, for 

example, all the old one-piece desks will have been 

replaced with desks and chairs. There are no plans 

to purchase bike desks or stand up desks at FFHS 

next year, at this time. NSCS is looking to 

purchase stand up desks for students, if required. 
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Stand up desks were purchased for secretaries, 

library assistants, administration, School Support 

Services staff, and other Education Centre staff, 

when requested, over the past two years. 

  

Comfy chairs, couches, bean bag chairs (FFHS, 

CRS) 

Crossroads School is using its Transition Room 

funding to support this. FFHS is looking to create 

more seating spaces within the Library. 

  

Sensory room (JWW) There are no plans to implement this at the school 

at this time, due to a lack of space. 

  

Automatic projection screen (CRS) There are no plans to purchase this at this time. 

  

Set aside money for potential overruns on the 

new K-12 school construction (AHS Council) 

The school construction budget needs to stay 

within the funding parameters, to ensure that we 

do not risk losing funding or run into substantial 

delays in project completion. 

  

Expand the weight room (FFHS) The purchase of new equipment has been supported 

over the past year. 

  

Sound system within gymnasium (FFHS) The Plant Operations and Maintenance Department 

is currently investigating the costs associated with 

this request. 

  

Increased storage space (garage) (FFHS) The purchase and installation of partitions within 

the new garage will be investigated. 

  

Enhanced track (6 lane track similar to Dryden 

High School) (FFHS) 

We researched the costs associated with a track 

similar to Dryden High School. Based on the final 

budget for the Dryden High School track, this 

would cost approximately $750,000. 

  

Air conditioning (CRS) At present, we are only investigating the costs 

associated with installing air conditioning within 

FFHS.  

  

Updated security cameras (CRS) All schools have the same cameras, which were 

updated within the past five years. There are no 

plans at this time to update the security cameras. 
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Outdoor volleyball court (CRS, SCS) We are currently investigating the costs 

associated and may provide these this summer. 

  

Picnic tables (CRS) We will purchase these for the school. 

  

Swings, climber in the Jr. area (NSCS) Once the K-12 school is completed, a plan will be 

developed for the school grounds. 

  

Other: 

  

Toolkits for elementary schools (MCS) Through the Itinerant Technology Teacher for 

Grades 7 and 8, these resources have been 

purchased. 

  

Cafeteria (FFHS) We are looking to tender this once again. We have 

tendered this over the past 3 years without 

interest. The principal is looking to start a hot 

lunch program and all 3 secondary principals are 

working with the Board Purchaser to invest in 

enhanced vending machines and a vendor to supply 

the schools with healthy alternatives. 

  

Funds to support guest speakers in the 

classroom (SCS, FFHS, RMS); Continue to bring 

in speakers on mental health and addictions 

(PIC) 

We have provided guest speakers and 

presentations each year to our students and are 

looking at possible opportunities for the 2018-19. 

In the fall of 2017, the Ministry of Education 

announced funding for to support the expansion of 

experiential learning experiences. We will look to 

this funding to support our planning for 2018-19. 
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